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(57) Abstract: It is possible to 
set, in a drive device, an operation 
condition capable of obtaining an 
optimal recording characteristic 
for the recording medium even 
when any type of drive device 
is combined with any type of 
recording medium. Even when an 
unknown new type of recording 
medium is mounted on the drive 
device, first operation condition 
information on the optical system 
appropriate to the combination 
of the drive device and the new 
type of recording medium is read 
ftom a specific read-dedicated 
area provided on the recording 
medium. By using this, the 
operation condition can be set so 
as to obtain an optimal operation 
characteristic. Thus, it is possible 
to set, in the drive device, the 
operation condition capable of 
obtaining an optimal recording 
characteristic for the recording 
medium even when any type of 
drive device is combined with 
any type of recording medium. 
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